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About Identifying Plants 

 
Line drawings were used for this guide to highlight distinguishing features of plants.  

This is important in the arrow shaped leaves of so many wetland area plants.  This book 

does not come close to identifying all of the wild flowers, grasses, sedges, shrubs, or trees 

you may see, only focusing on those visitors have asked questions about.   

 

This guide is divided by where plants grow in relation to water.  Floating plants are free 

rooted in water, and do not root in soil at all.  Emergent plants begin under water and 

grow above the water surface.  They may be in the same area, depending on the water 

level, as the edge plants.  Edge plants may grow in the water when the water level is high, 

or in dry ground.  They are the most flexible in the amount of flooding they will tolerate.  

Dry land plants, in this book, are those that may be near water, but do not often grow in a 

regularly flooded area. 

 

Color and leaf shape and size vary widely even on the same plant.  Distinguishing 

characteristics are the flowers, veins, leaf arrangement, or specialized plant parts such as 

the ochrea in the Polygonaceae family. 

 

Plants don’t keep calendar schedules.  Early spring can be the end of February to late 

March.  Spring can be March to the end of May.  Summer can be mid-May to the end of 

September. 

 

This book will start beginners in identifying plants.  A good way to improve your skill is 

to take a plant whose name you know, and follow the key in a taxonomy book until you 

reach the name.  Not all books have good keys, so check with a university on good ones 

for your area.  Doing this with many known plants will help you learn to use that book’s 

key.  Authors vary in what is soft, short, narrow, and scaly.  Keying out plants you 

already know will help you learn what that particular author means by these terms.  Most 

books depend on flowers for identification and flowers are not always available.  Looking 

at the same plants through the year is good practice to master identification. 

 

Identifying plants can be a fun puzzle to solve.  Enjoy yourself. 



               
 

 

Lemnacaea family have distinct oval leaves and roots suspended in the water.   

 

 

 

Azolla shows up mid-summer with tiny leaves 

on branching stems. 

 

 

Both groups may be pushed aside by water meal, 

a tinier, more aggressive plant that quickly 

covers a pond in a bright, light green mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               

 

 

This plant forms a mat of 

tiny roots across the ponds 

through spring and may 

bloom in late summer with 

yellow, pea like flowers.  It 

is special for the root 

system of tiny sacks that, 

when they come in contact 

with insect larvae, open up, 

pull them in, and eat them. 
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This plant 

is seldom 

noticed in 

the park.  It 

has no 

showy 

flowers to 

draw 

attention to 

itself. 







shaped leaves 

emerge in spring.  By early 

summer the white flowers curl 

from the tops of the plants. 

 

Look for this plant in shallow 

water at the edges of ponds and 

the marsh. 





 

 



female 
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male 

flowers 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

green flower spikies 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



white ball of small 

flowers 







moscheutos

moscheutos 

Look for a 

single 

column of 

stamens 

and pistil 







 

 

 



 

 



flowers may be pink or 

white 

ochrea of hairs or leafy -

like structure surrounding 

the stem at actual leaf 

node  



 



Green 

wedge 

shaped 

flowers 



                                     A dome of 

fuzzy, 

lavender 

flowers 

Leaves 

come out of 

the stem in 

a circle or 

whorl 



                                     

Note long, 

dissected 

leaves 

along the 

stem, and  

heart 

shaped 

leaves form 

a rosette a 

the base of 

the plant,  



                                     

scattered 

fuzzy, dark 

purple 

flowers 

Leaves 

alternate on 

the stem. 



 woody 

stem 


